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duced Voroshilov, the railway worker who wrested the
Ukraine from the Germans. Today he rules the Soviet
Army as its Commander-in-Chief, and legends already
grow around him.

Two Voroshilov legends are typical, and probably in
essence true. At a crucial moment in the war of inter-
vention, Tsaritsyn, a key city for the Soviets, was besieged
by White Cossacks and seemed destined to fall. The old
Soviet generals wiped it from the map and prepared the
retreat. Stalin ordered the young Voroshilov to meet him
in the military train and handed the defence to him.
Voroshilov learned at the same time that Lenin, who had
been shot by an assassin, lay at the brink of death. Lenin
was spitting blood. Tidings of victory might revive him.
But the war goes awry in every field. Departing silently
and hurriedly Voroshilov turns retreat into attack. Fling-
ing his Red Army, with himself at its head, like a hurricane
upon the Cossacks, he drove them into and beyond the
Don. Stalin sent an immediate dispatch to Lenin. The
tide of war had turned. The leader's life was spared for
another further spell.

Another legend tells that, hard pressed in battle and
starving for lack of food, Voroshilov, with some womeii
and quick-witted Iads3 snatched a food-wagon from the
very hands of the enemy on a dark and stormy night,
and with their help hauled it to his camp. As they toiled
along the road, a woman breathed heavily and stopped.
To his horror, he found that she was pregnant. He
insisted that she should ride, whilst he and the others
pulled the added load. At dawn, and in their camp,
the babe was born.

Later, when on a retreat, he learned from a straggler
that the wagon had been blown to pieces by a shell, and
abandoned within sight of the White's camp. The father
and mother were both killed.

" And the child? " he inquired.

" It lay unhurt beneath the cart," he was told.

Without a word he mounted his horse and, followed by
two railwaymen from Lugansk, galloped straight back
towards the astonished Whites. Seizing the child before a